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ABSTRACT: 

PURPOSE: To remove effectively a stinking substance such as TCA or TCP 
existing within a cork by infiltrating steam within the cork material, by a 
method wherein the cork material is loaded within a treatment vessel and the 
heating steam is introduced within the treatment vessel. 

CONSTITUTION: A treatment vessel 1 is constituted of a cylindrical outer 
vessel 17 and inner vessel 18 arranged within the outer vessel 17 at fixed gaps 
as a pressure-resistant vessel which is in an inner and outer double wall 
structure. A steam introduction pipe 22 projects outside of the outer vessel 
1 7 through the lower end, the tip of the same is connected with a steam feed 
pipe 5 through the first rotary joint 23 and the steam is introduced into the 
inner vessel 18 through the steam introduction pipe 22 and steam injection 
holes 21 ... 21 provided in a bottom sheet 20. Then since the steam introduced 
into the inner vessel 18 is raised away while heating the cork material 2 and 
the steam is infiltrated into the inside of the cork material, the volatilized 
TCA is separated efficiently from the cork material through steam distillation. 
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